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DESMOS

From the Test Director:
It is hard to believe that we are fast approaching the end of the Smarter Balanced
Assessment window. Just a reminder that all schools should be done testing
whole classes by today, May 26th. A make-up window from May 29th through
June 16 has been reserved for individual students who have missed all or some of
the Smarter Balanced test. TIDE will close on June 16th. Before you close your as
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sessment window, we strongly encourage you to print out a report from TIDE t
hat can be used to determine which of your students have and have not co
mpleted testing. It is surprisingly easy to forget about a student who for one r
eason or another didn’t complete a testing session or forgot to hit submit or left a
tes
t on pause. You have the better part of two weeks to track those students down
and schedule a make-up session. We’ve added directions for generating a tes
t
completion report here. Speaking of tests left on pause, you actually don’tneed to

Michael Hock (AOE) for
do anything about them unless the test was not completed. When the assessment
window closes on June 16th those tests will be automatically submitted for
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If ou’re
y
wondering about the big yellow mollusk that is gracing the top of this
edi
tion of the newsletter, it’s not just because slugs are a sign of spring in
Ver
mont. That is actually Sammy the Banana Slug, venerated team mascot at the
University of California Santa Cruz. Sammy appears in our newsletter to
announce that the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium has relocated its
main office from UCLA to UCSC. We do not anticipate any issues or changes in
service during this transition, although you may spot your test director wearing a
new Sam the Slug shirt.

Vermont Smarter Balanced Assessment

2 of 5

Desmos Calculator
Smarter Balanced has entered into a partnership with Desmos resulting in the
calculator’s availability on the summative and interim assessments for all states in the
consortium beginning in the 2017-18 testing year. This unprecedented move was
featured on CNN and other media outlets. This merger creates the opportunity for
students to have access to the same scientific calculator featured on their state tests and
all year without having to pay for an expensive hand held device. The Desmos
calculator will be free to download from their website for students (13+ yrs via a secure
registration.) Even though the calculator available for testing will be limited in
functions (for testing purposes), the online version is fully loaded making this tool
both functional and economical.

Desmos & Accessibility
Even more promising are the Desmos calculator’s accessibility features. The Desmos
calculator is (WCAG) 2.0 AA compliant. Starting in the 2017-18 school year, the
Desmos calculator will have built in accessibility features for the blind / visually
impaired. Desmos is currently working on compatibility with the refreshable braille
displays. This will enable a student to enter the math on the refreshable braille display
in the math code the student is using, either UEB or Nemeth. Additionally, Desmos
introduced sound cues to indicate the direction and coordinates/points on a slope.

Old vs. New
Below is a comparison between the older version calculator and the Desmos.
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Question of the Week
Can I share a student’s score with his/her parents?
As we approach the end of the year and the testing session, many schools are going to
begin to see individual student results in the Online Reporting System (ORS). These
scores are for school use only. Like last year, there will be an embargo placed on
releasing score reports until all testing in the state is complete (June 9 th). Furthermore,
public reporting of scores should be labelled as “preliminary’ until after the state
reconciles the assessment results with the spring census and releases the results in late
August. Please note that the Agency’s reconciliation process will not likely change
local school and district results, but we may see some changes in state comparison
data. Therefore, score release and the associated embargo will be implemented in the
following stages:
1. Individual student results may be used for local purposes, but release of student
reports is under embargo because they include state data.
2. When all students or district have completed testing, it is permissible to create
aggregate reports for internal use, but out of respect to other schools and districts that
are not finished please do not report results to the public.
3. On or after June 16 when the testing window closes, public reporting is permitted with
the caveat that results should be labelled “preliminary.” Individual Student Reports
(ISRs) may also be released at this time or later at the school’s discretion.
4. On or after August 25 (to be determined) when the Agency releases results, the
preliminary label can be removed from local reports.

Directions for printing ISRs can be found under the District Administrator card in the
“Tools and Documents for School Leaders” folder.

