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W-8

Evidence Statement
The student will select
evidence to support opinions
based on evidence collected.

Key Elements:
People who own businesses have to consider the well-being of all of their guests:
1.
Source #3
Being smart and able to handle small objects makes certain animals more
appropriate than other animals to assist people who have a disability:
1.
Source #1
2.
Source #2
Rubric:
(1point) 3 cells copmleted correctly
(0 points) Fewer than 3 cells completed correctly or blank
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Evidence Statement
The student will locate
information from multiple
sources to support a central
idea or subtopic related to
research.

Key Elements:
Source #1 (Monkey Helpers)
•
They can carry small tools such as remotes and cell phones.
•
The monkeys learn how to load a DVD into a player and push play.
•
They can open and close microwave doors.
•
These monkeys are able to do an amazing number of chores for a person
with a disability.
•
The monkeys can turn lights on and off.
•
They can open bottles and flip the pages of a book.
•
They can scratch an annoying itch.
•
The monkeys take good care of their owners.
Source #2 (Animals Helping People)
•
A dog can open the refrigerator door when you want a snack.
•
Seeing Eye dogs are trained to be the eyes for people who cannot see. All
over the world, Seeing Eye dogs are hard at work—guiding, protecting, and
loving their blind masters.
•
Hearing dogs help people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing. These smart,
friendly, energetic dogs are specially trained to let their owners know when
the doorbell rings, or the smoke alarm goes off, or the baby wakes up from a
nap.
•
An assistance dog can carry a backpack.
•
Assistance dogs are good helpers—and good friends!
•
Capuchin monkeys can turn lights on and off, play a CD or get their owners a
drink.
•
Dolphins help children with physical and learning difficulties relax.

Continued on next page
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Grade 5
Rubric:
(2 points) Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of
evidence from different sources that support this idea and that explain how each
detail supports the idea. Student cites the source for each detail.
(1 point) Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of
evidence from different sources that support this idea but doesn’t explain how each
detail supports the idea. Student cites the sources.
OR
Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of evidence
from a single source that supports this idea and that explains how that detail
supports the idea. Student cites the source.
OR
Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides only one piece of
evidence from a single source that supports this idea and that explains how that
detail supports the idea. Student cites the source.
OR
Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of evidence
from different sources that support this idea and that explain how each detail
supports the idea. Student does not cite sources.
(0 points) Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or
blank.
Exemplar:
(2 points) Service animals are trained animals that help people with disabilities.
These animals help their owners do certain tasks that their owners are not able to
do for themselves. Source #1 says that capuchin monkeys learn how to load DVDs
into players and push play and how to open and close microwave doors. Since
these monkeys are trained to do such things, they are able to help their owners
who may not be able to do these tasks on their own. Source #2 says that hearing
dogs can help people at home by letting the owner know when the doorbell rings or
when the smoke alarm goes off. This is important because if the owner is not able
to hear, then the service animal could let the owner know when important sounds
happen.
(1 point) Service animals are trained animals that help people with disabilities.
These animals help their owners do certain tasks that the owner is not able to do
for themselves. Source #1 says that capuchin monkeys learn how to load DVDs into
players and push play and how to open and close microwave doors. Since these
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Grade 5
Continued on next page
monkeys are trained to do such things, they are able to help their owners who may
not be able to do these tasks on their own.
(O points) Service animals help people in different ways.
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Evidence Statement
The student will analyze
digital and print sources in
order to locate relevant
information to support
research.

Key Elements:
Source #1 (Monkey Helpers)
•
Every day, for three to five years, capuchin monkeys learn new skills.
•
Days are spent learning how to load a DVD into a player and pushing play, or
opening and closing microwave doors.
•
The monkeys attending Helping Hands receive years of training.
•
They are trained only to help with tasks that are done at home.
•
Years before capuchin monkeys report to their first day of school, they have
already spent years around humans.
•
They live with foster families for up to twelve years.
•
During this time, they are taught how to share a house with humans. They
get used to being around pets. They even learn basic tasks like how to take
baths.
•
Capuchin monkeys are coached and trained for up to five years at Helping
Hands.
•
They pick up tools and use them to solve problems.
Rubric:
(2 points) Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the
most helpful source AND includes two details from that source that support this
evaluation and that explain why each detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.
(1 point) Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the
most helpful source AND includes one detail from that source that supports this
evaluation and that explains why the detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.
OR
Continued on next page
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Grade 5
Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the most helpful
source AND includes two details from that source that support this evaluation but
does not explain why each detail supports the idea that it is the most helpful
source.
OR
Response is an evidence-based explanation that does not identify a source or
correctly identify the most helpful source but includes two details from the correct
source and that explains why each detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.
(0 points) Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or
blank.
Exemplar:
(2 points) Source #1 is the most helpful source for understanding how a service
animal is trained because it describes the amount of time spent training and the
different types of activities that capuchin monkeys do at the monkey college,
Helping Hands. This source says that monkeys spend three to five years learning
skills that will help them help people with disabilities. This shows that the monkeys
receive a lot of training at Helping Hands so that they will be able to assist their
owners. This source also says that at Helping Hands, monkeys learn how to do
things such as loading DVDs into players and opening microwave doors. This shows
that the monkeys are taught many different skills so that they can help their owner.
(1 point) Source #1 is the most helpful source for understanding how a service
animal is trained because it describes the amount of time spent training and the
different types of activities that capuchin monkeys do at the monkey college,
Helping Hands. This source says that monkeys spend three to five years learning
skills that will help them help people with disabilities. This shows that the monkeys
receive a lot of training at Helping Hands so that they will be able to assist their
owners.
(0 points) Source #2 is the most helpful source for understanding how a service
animal is trained because it says they are trained to let their owners know when the
doorbell rings, or the smoke alarm goes off, or the baby wakes up from a nap.
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Evidence Statement
The student will write full opinion pieces about topics
or sources, attending to purpose and audience:
organize ideas by stating a context and focus
(opinion), include structures and appropriate
transitions for coherence, develop supporting
evidence/reasons (from sources when appropriate to
the assignment) and elaboration, and develop an
appropriate conclusion related to the opinion
presented.

Grade 5

19

Grade 5
4‐Point
Opinion
Performance Task Writing Rubric (Grades 3‐5)

Organization/Purpose

Score

4

3

2

The response has a clear and
effective organizational structure,
creating a sense of unity and
completeness. The organization is
sustained between and within
paragraphs. The response is
consistently and purposefully
focused:

The response has an evident
organizational structure and a
sense of completeness. Though
there may be minor flaws, they do
not interfere with the overall
coherence. The organization is
adequately sustained between and
within paragraphs. The response is
generally focused:

The response has an inconsistent
organizational structure. Some
flaws are evident, and some ideas
may be loosely connected. The
organization is somewhat sustained
between and within paragraphs. The
response may have a minor drift in
focus:








opinion is introduced, clearly
communicated, and the focus
is strongly maintained for the
purpose and audience
consistent use of a variety of
transitional strategies to
clarify the relationships
between and among ideas



opinion is clear, and the
focus is mostly maintained
for the purpose and
audience



adequate use of transitional
strategies with some variety
to clarify relationships
between and among ideas


effective introduction and
conclusion

logical progression of ideas from
beginning to end; strong
connections between and
among ideas with some
syntactic variety

adequate introduction and
conclusion
adequate progression of ideas
from beginning to end; adequate
connections between and
among ideas
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1
The response has little or no
discernible organizational structure.
The response may be related to the
opinion but may provide little or no
focus:

opinion may be confusing or
ambiguous; response may be
too brief or the focus may drift
from the purpose and/or
audience



few or no transitional
strategies are evident

introduction or conclusion, if
present, may be weak



introduction and/or
conclusion may be missing

uneven progression of ideas
from beginning to end; and/or
formulaic; inconsistent or
unclear connections between
and among ideas



frequent extraneous ideas may
be evident; ideas maybe
randomly ordered or have an
unclear progression

opinion may be somewhat
unclear, or the focus may be
insufficiently sustained for the
purpose and/or audience



inconsistent use of transitional
strategies and/or little variety




• Insufficient
(includes copied
text)
• In a language
other than English
• Off‐topic





NS

• Off‐purpose

Grade 5
4‐Point
Opinion
Performance Task Writing Rubric (Grades 3–5)

Evidence/Elaboration

Score

4

3

2

1

The response provides thorough
and convincing elaboration of the
support/evidence for the opinion
and supporting idea(s) that includes
the effective use of source material.
The response clearly and effectively
develops ideas, using precise
language:

The response provides adequate
elaboration of the
support/evidence for the opinion
and supporting idea(s) that includes
the use of source material. The
response adequately develops
ideas, employing a mix of precise
with more general language:

The response provides uneven,
cursory elaboration of the
support/evidence for the opinion
and supporting idea(s) that includes
partial or uneven use of source
material. The response develops
ideas unevenly, using simplistic
language:

The response provides minimal
elaboration of the
support/evidence for the opinion
and supporting idea(s) that includes
little or no use of source material.
The response is vague, lacks clarity,
or is confusing:



comprehensive evidence
(facts and details) from the
source material is integrated,
relevant, and specific



adequate evidence (facts and
details) from the source
material is integrated and
relevant, yet may be general



some evidence (facts and
details) from the source
material may be weakly
integrated, imprecise,
repetitive, vague, and/or
copied



clear citations or attribution
of source material



adequate use of citations or
attribution to source material



weak use of citations or
attribution to source material



effective use of a variety of
elaborative techniques*



adequate use of some
elaborative techniques*



weak or uneven use of
elaborative techniques*;
development may consist
primarily of source summary



vocabulary is clearly
appropriate for the audience
and purpose



vocabulary is generally
appropriate for the
audience and purpose



vocabulary use is uneven or
somewhat ineffective for the
audience and purpose



effective, appropriate style
enhances content



generally appropriate style is
evident



inconsistent or weak attempt to
create appropriate style

*Elaborative techniques may include the use of personal experiences that support the opinion.
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NS
• Insufficient
(includes copied
text)
• In a language
other than English
• Off‐topic



evidence (facts and details)
from the source material is
minimal, irrelevant, absent,
incorrectly used, or
predominantly copied



insufficient use of citations or
attribution to source material



minimal, if any, use of
elaborative techniques*



vocabulary is limited or
ineffective for the audience
and purpose



little or no evidence of
appropriate style

• Off‐purpose

Grade 5
2‐Point
Opinion
Performance Task Writing Rubric (Grades 3–5)

Conventions

Score

2

1

0

The response demonstrates an adequate
command of conventions:

The response demonstrates a partial command
of conventions:

The response demonstrates little or no
command of conventions:







adequate use of correct sentence formation,
punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage,
and spelling

limited use of correct sentence formation,
punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and
spelling

infrequent use of correct sentence
formation, punctuation, capitalization,
grammar usage, and spelling

NS
• Insufficient
(includes copied
text)
• In a language
other than English
• Off‐topic
• Off‐purpose

Holistic Scoring:
 Variety: A range of errors includes sentence formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling.
 Severity: Basic errors are more heavily weighted than higher-level errors.
 Density: The proportion of errors to the amount of writing done well. This includes the ratio of errors to the length of the piece.
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