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From the Test Director:
Happy June 16th, the day this year’s Smarter Balanced testing comes to a close.
We want to congratulate and thank you all for another successful year of test
administration. As a reminder, you are now free to send home the Individual
Student Reports (ISRs), and we highly recommend that you include the ISR
Guide that we recently revised. Also, please note that you are required to provide
this information to parents, but how and when is up to your local administration.
You now may also produce school or district reports for your boards or
community members, keeping in mind our recommendation that you note that
these results are preliminary (although not likely to change much) until the
Agency has the opportunity to reconcile the student demographic data you
entered in TIDE with the Spring Census. We hope to be able to release those
official results in late August, prior to the opening of the 2017-2018 school year.
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ASSESSMENT PROGRAM UPDATES: Also, with this newsletter, we bid farewell
to the NECAP Science Assessment and the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)
Linda Moreno
alternate assessments. Following are brief updates on what to expect next year in
Accessibility and
the absence of those two testing programs.
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Science Assessment: Vermont has joined with its former NECAP partner,
Rhode Island, to develop a new science assessment that will be aligned
with the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). The Agency is in the
final stages of awarding a contract for the new science test and hopes to
begin work on the project in mid to late July. Although we are not
prepared to announce exact dates right now, you can anticipate a field-test
in the late spring of 2018, and that the first operational administration will
take place the following school year. Please note that based on a review of
the Next Generation Science Standards the two states have determined
that the most appropriate time to administer the elementary assessment
will be in grade five. The middle school testing will be in grade 8 and the
high school testing will be in grade 11. You can also plan on a test that will
be shorter than NECAP, administered on computer, and will include some
pretty innovative technology-enhanced test items and tasks.
Continued pg. 2
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Alternate Assessment: You may have heard that Vermont is leaving the DLM Alternate
Assessment Consortium after this year’s results are released. The University of Kansas, the
fiscal agent for DLM, instituted a new cost structure for the assessment that essentially
favoring the larger state members and priced Vermont out of the project. The Agency is
currently considering new options for our alternate assessments and will be seeking a new
test vendor as soon as possible. At this point in time, there is not much information on the
new alternate assessment, except that the Agency is looking to have ELA, Math and
Science as part of a single assessment system, and to the extent possible, have the
assessments delivered by computer. You can also expect that some form of field-testing
will occur during the 2017-2018 school year.

Here's wishing you high test scores for all your students and a relaxing summer.

Michael Hock, State Assessment Director

Score Reporting, Embargo, Individual Student Report (ISR) Guide
Score Reporting & Embargo
As stated in the director’s message, today concludes the spring Smarter Balanced Summative
Assessment window. Many schools will begin to either send the ISRs home with the students or
mail them. An updated ISR guide (Parent Guide) has been posted on the VT-SBAC portal and
should accompany the score report.

Printing Student Reports
Directions for printing the student reports are in Appendix A of the Online Reporting System
User Guide. Schools should be printing the Simple Version of ISRs. The Detailed Version is “inprogress” and is not ready for printing. This report will be useful when we begin measuring
growth next year, and trend data will appear in the blank space.
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Inbox
From:
RE:

A Math Educator
Student Growth Across School Years

Michael,
I have an SBAC question. As I look at scaled scores, I’m a little confused about how to
determine what constitutes a year's worth of growth (or more or less). Because the cutoffs
for grade 5 and grade 6 are different for each achievement level, how do I determine
growth, or not?
Response:
Although this changes a bit by grade level and content area, on average an increase of
approximately 30 scale score points indicates that a student’s achievement, relative to the
proficient cut score, has not changed. However, that number tends to be higher in grades
4 and 5 and decreases at the higher grade levels. So, a student who scores right at
proficient in one grade would need to increase about 30 points to score at proficient in
the next. Please keep in mind that 30 points is a psychometric answer to your question
that doesn’t specifically reflect actual content mastery, but it’s safe to say that on this
particular test, 30 points “constitutes a year’s worth of growth.” Below is a slide from one
of our regional workshops that shows the exact number of points by grade and content
area that you can if you want to be that exact. Note: the slide uses standard deviation
units to indicate growth but in this case, because Smarter Balanced uses a 1000-point
scale, with an average standard deviation of 100 points, each growth unit is equivalent to
one scale score point; .33 is the same as 33 points. If you would like to review the entire
presentation, you can find it here: http://vt.portal.airast.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/10/VT-Smarter-Balanced-Fall-Training-Presentation.pdf.
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Feedback Survey
As the 2017 administration of the Smarter Balanced Assessment comes to a close, please
take a few minutes to complete a brief survey of this your testing experience. Every year,
the TIDE team at the American Institutes of Research (AIR) reviews your feedback and
uses it to improve the Test Delivery and Online Reporting Systems. In the past, your
feedback has also helped shape the trainings conducted every fall. Click on the icon to the
left or visit the VT-SBAC Portal to access this year’s survey.

Question of the Week
What are the testing windows for next year?
Because of the new NGSS Science and Alternate Assessments, it is difficult to say when the
testing windows will occur. We can say that field-testing for new assessments will likely
be done in the spring. This will hold true even if we are fortunate enough to procure
another instructionally embedded assessment for our students with significant cognitive
disabilities.

SBAC Testing Tally – Final Week

NOTE: If your high school numbers appear low, please check to make sure only 11th grade
students are loaded in TIDE.

